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EDITORIAL 


Jesus Taught the Messianic, 
Not the Universal, 
Fatherhood of God 


In a scholarly study of the four gospels, Dr. 
H. F. D. Sparks, Oriel Professor in Oxford, con- 
cludes that “there is no ground whatever for as- 
serting that Jesus taught a Doctrine of ‘the Father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of Man.’ . 
There is no hint anywhere, either that He Himself 
believed, or that he taught, a Doctrine of Uni- 
versal Fatherhood. For Jesus, we may say, men 
were not sons of God by nature, although they were 
capable of becoming so by Grace.” 


“Accordingly, the distinctively Christian Doc- 
trine of the Divine Fatherhood, as evidenced by 
the Gospels and supported by the rest of the New 
Testament, is that God is the Father of those, who 
acknowledge the Messianic Sonship of Jesus, who 
are incorporated into His new Messianic commu- 
nity, and who are thereby entitled to claim that 
they are the sons of God through Him.” 
in the Gospels edited by Dr. 





D. E. Nineham. 


Some thirty-five years ago, Dr. G. Vos, Profes- 
sor of Biblical Theology in Princeton, taught us 
this same doctrine from the Gospels, and to it we 
have tried to bear testimony, from time to time, 
in the Southern Presbyterian Journal. W.C.R. 


Paul and the 
“Prophetic Ministry” 





In theological circles today one of the greatest 
accolades to be accorded a preacher is that he has 
a “prophetic ministry.” In lay terms this means 
that he has a vision, a social passion, a concern for 
the world situation with all of its multiplied in- 
humanities and injustices and because of this deep 
concern he writes and preaches of how such ills 


should be faced and liquidated. 


No one questions the validity of such concern 
for one has but to look around him or read one 
single edition of a daily newspaper to admit that 
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conditions in the world; whether they be individual 
problems, local group maladjustments or interna- 
tional tensions; all cry to high heaven of something 
being wrong. 


While we are pleased to think of our own times 
as having problems peculiar to the industrial age 
and not existing before, nevertheless the fact re- 
mains that today’s problems stem from the same 
sources as have those of each succeeding genera- 
tion: hate, greed, lust, selfishness, etc. 


To the basic moral and spiritual standards of 
the Ten Commandments our Lord added the im- 
plications of love in all of its fulness and as the 
perfect example of all that love implies He gave 
us the gospel of His Own transforming and re- 
demptive work of atonement for the sins of man- 


kind. 


In the light of that gospel and of the conditions 
existing in the world where that gospel was first 
preached it is enlightening to study the messages 
of the first great apologist for the Christian faith, 
Paul. 


The writer has carefully studied all of Paul’s 
letters and has been impressed with this fact: for 
the apostle Paul the gospel message was central. It 
was a message of man’s sinfulness and_ hopeless 
state; of God’s divine intervention; of man’s one 
hope to be found in accepting that which God, in 
His infinite love and merey, had done for him. 


With slavery on every hand Paul did not inveigh 
against slavery. With political corruption within 
and despotic imperialism without, Rome is men- 
tioned only to claim the rights and privileges in- 
herent in Roman citizenship. With impurity and 
carnality of every kind rampant they are mentioned 
only as they affected the individual. 


Was Paul afraid of the consequences of “pro- 
phetic preaching’? Personal fear was certainly 
not a characteristic of this great apostle. 


Was he willing to compromise his message for 
the sake of expediency? There is nothing to indi- 
cate such a willingness. True, he submitted to 
the urgings of his Jewish friends in the matter of 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














ual 
na- 
ing 


nes 
age 


ime 
-Tra- 


of 
im- 
the 
ave 
re- 
an- 


ions 
‘irst 
ges 


‘ith, 


ul’s 
for 
It 
less 
one 
, in 


eigh 
thin 
nen- 

in- 
and 
yned 


pro- 
inly 


for 
indi- 
1 to 
r of 


NAL 











taking a vow on his last trip to Jerusalem but he 
did not compromise his message. 


Was he oblivious to the social, moral and po- 
litical problems all around him? On the other hand 
he was keenly aware of each of them. 


Why then do we find so little of the so-called 
“prophetic” in Paul’s writing? Was he lacking in 
vision, in concern for the welfare of those about 
him and to whom he ministered ? 


Could it be that Paul’s vision was far clearer 
and more all-encompassing than some today? Did 
he not look down to the heart of these problems 
and recognize their source work for their true 
and lasting solution? 


One cannot read the writings of Paul without 
coming to the conclusion that he passionately felt 
that world problems, whether social, racial, eco- 
nomic, political or what have you, all must be met 
and solved at the personal, individual level before 
they can be solved on any other. 


Apparently Paul’s concept of the Church was 
that it is a witnessing organism, not primarily a 
conquering organization. If such is true then one 
wonders whether some of the present-day activities 
of the Church are not rather far afield? 


Not for one minute would we imply that the in- 
dividual Christian and the Church should not be 
concerned about world problems. Our point is 
that our concern should be implemented in ways 
which will truly help solve those problems. As 
Christians we know that the gospel of Jesus Christ 
is still the power of God unto salvation to those 
who believe. We also know that such faith must 
be on an individual basis. 


The writer has no illusion that he knows the 
answers. Nor would he discourage the application 
of moral and spiritual pressures against the mani- 
festations of human depravity all around us. All 
that he asks is that we shall act with a vision 
which sees far enough and be motivated by a 
concern which would treat the disease itself rather 
than the symptoms of the disease. L.N.B. 





Satisfaction 


Since God’s love is stronger than His anger, 
He does not destroy the sinner, but has mercy 
upon Him. On the other hand, He does not 
carelessly overlook sin, but makes satisfaction 
for it in the death of His Son. It is easy to 


sneer at this crude conception of an angry God 
and to compare it unfavorably with a more 
refined philosophical theory of God. The 
weight of sin is not considered. At the Cradle 
and at the Cross of Christ we stand in the pres- 
ence of something happening to God, to sin 
and to ourselves. And though our words of 
the anger of God and the repentance of God 
are the stammerings of fools, say them we must 
unless we would take Christ out of His Cradle 
and down from His Cross. “For God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.” 
T. H. L. Parker 





A Prayer for the Forgiveness 
of Great Sins 


Peter thrice denied his Lord, and went out and 
wept bitterly, crying for forgiveness. Later, as 
Cullmann is now showing, it was Peter who 
taught the primitive Church the meaning of the 
Cross as Jesus had expounded it to the disciples 
from the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. 


Four hundred years ago, Thomas Cranmer, 
sometime Archbishop of Canterbury, was burnt at 
the stake in Oxford. Before his death Cranmer 
had signed several recantations of his evangelical 
convictions. At the end, he recanted his recan- 
tations and burned first the hand which had signed 
them. Moreover, he offered this poignant peniten- 
tial plea for pardon: 


O Father of heaven, O Son of God, Redeemer 
of the world, O Holy Ghost, three persons and 
one God, have mercy upon me most wretched 
caitiff and miserable sinner. I have offended 
both against heaven and earth, more than my 
tongue can express. 


Whither then may I go, or whither shall I 
flee? To heaven I may be ashamed to lift up 
mine eyes, and in earth I find no place of refuge 
or succour. To Thee therefore, O Lord, do I 
run; to Thee do I humble myself, saying, O 
Lord my God, my sins be great, but yet have 
mercy upon me for Thy great mercy. The 
great mystery that God became man, was not 
wrought for little or few offences. 


Thou didst not give Thy Son, O Heavenly 
Father, unto death for small sins only, but for 
all the greatest sins of the world, so that the 
sinner return unto Thee with his whole heart, 
as I do here at this present. Wherefore have 
mercy, O God, whose property is always to 
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have mercy; have mercy upon me, O Lord, for 
Thy great mercy. I crave nothing for mine 
own merits, but for Thy name’s sake, that it 
may be hallowed thereby, and for Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ’s sake. W.C.R. 





The Revelation of Redemption 


The work of Christ did not lie simply in 
showing the Father to men able, and perhaps 
willing, to behold Him. The liberal interpreta- 
tion of the revealing office of Christ as merely 
showing men the character of God obscures 
His central mission as the one who made recon- 
ciliation between God and men. He does not 
show God to men capable of the vision of God, 
but opens their eyes that they may see Him. 
He is not a mutual acquaintance bringing into 
renewed fellowship two friends who have lost 
touch with each other, but a Mediator of the 
grace of God to rebellious sinners, destroying 
that rebellion, and as a good Mediator leading 
them back to God and reconciling them to Him. 
We cannot consider the revelation of God in 
Christ apart from, or indeed, in any way as 
different from the reconciliation of God in 
Christ 


Jesus revealed in His preaching the gracious 
mercy of God, shown in Himself: He preached 
the Gospel of forgiveness and redemption. 
Hence, His preaching was a part of His redemp- 
tive activity - as necessary a part as His “office” 
of priest and king. Jesus is the revelation of 
the grace of God. 


T. H. L. Parker, in 
The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God 





Christian Love 


“Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and 
bring him with thee: for he is profitable to 
me for the ministry.” 


These words of Paul, shortly before his mar- 
tyrdom, abound in Christian love. There is 
sadness in this final letter of the Apostle to 
the Gentiles, and I regret that we do not have 
a record of Mark going to Paul in prison in 
Rome. I am sure their reconciliation was one 
of the happiest moments in their lives. 


Christians often disagree just as Paul and 
Barnabas did when Mark left them years be- 
fore and returned to Jerusalem. 


I do not pass judgment on that regrettable 
incident although, according to one legend, 
Mark, a young man at the time, left the first 
missionaries to sit at the feet of Peter in Jeru- 
salem in order to secure the facts to write the 
first Gospel. A few even suggest that the Gos- 
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pel was dictated by Peter. Whatever the cause 
of Mark’s alleged desertion, Paul, at that time, 
could not accept Mark’s excuse, but years later 
Paul may have felt that he had misjudged Mark, 
and this appeal to Timothy to bring Mark to 
him, revealed Paul's great heart. Mark had be- 
come a valuable asset to Christianity and Paul 
recognized this and in Christian love had for- 
given him. 


How many years of coolness existed between 
Paul and Mark no one knows. When and where 
they were reconciled no one knows. But here 
we see Paul had either already made peace with 
Mark or was authorizing Timothy to appeal 
to Mark for him. 


The only way brothers in Christ, who do not 
understand each other, can restore normal rela- 
tions is in Christian love. Too often we see 
flaws in our friends and co-workers in the 
church, whereas we should realize they are 
“profitable” in the promotion of the Gospel 
and receive them as brothers. This was the 
basis on which Paul reversed his opinion about 
Mark. It is an example for Christians who fall 
out among themselves, it conforms with Christ’s 
commandment, “Love one another.” 


We do not have the complete story of Mark’s 
“walk out” but we have the happy ending, prov- 
ing once again that love overcometh all things. 

Ralph Brewer 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 

After a leng and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and re- 
prints of these grand old readers have now been completed. 
Each reader is custom made from the plates used in the 
1879 edition . . . same type and binding. You can now 
purchase exact copies of these famous readers at the fol- 
lowing low prices: 


McGUFFEY’S FIRST READER $2.25 Postpaid 
McGUFFEY’S SECOND READER ...... .....$2.50 Postpaid 
McGUFFEY’S THIRD READER ............... $2.75 Postpaid 
McGUFFEY'S FOURTH READER ............$3.25 Postpaid 
McGUFFEY’S FIFTH READER ..... .....-.-$3.50 Postpaid 
AcGUFFEY’S SIXTH READER .... ....$3.75 Postpaia 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-88, ROWAN, IOWA 








ANCHORED — OR ADRIFT 
By L. Nelson Bell 
This important article which appeared 
in the May 2, 1956 issue called forth so 
many requests for reprints that it is now 


available in booklet form at 50c per dozen 
or $4.00 per hundred. 


Order From 
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Slander In Brazil 


By L. Nelson Bell 
( Continued ) 


Last week we told in generalities something of 
the situation which has developed in Brazil through 
the seeds of discord sowed by Dr. Carl McIntire 
and his able ally, Rev. Dr. Israel Gueiros. At 
the conclusion of that article we promised to give 
specific instances of how the Christian Beacon and 
some of those who have written in behalf of Dr. 
Gueiros have deliberately misrepresented the facts. 


Herewith are some of the misrepresentations: 


1. “Dr. Gueiros is backed by the overwhelming 
majority of one of the five Synods of the Presby- 
terian Church of Brazil.’ (Letter from Miss 
Margaret Harden soliciting funds for Dr. Gueros). 


Dr. Gueiros has the support of 4 of the 49 
pastors in his Synod. The majority is “overwhelm- 
ing,” but it is against him. 


2. It is due to the compromising attitude of 
Southern Presbyterian missionaries . that 
this condition and necessity has arisen.’ (Same 


letter). 


The writer can say after careful investigation 
that our missionaries in Brazil are as conservative 
a group of Christians as we have ever met any- 
where. ‘They represent historic evangelical Pres- 
byterianism at its best. 


3. In a “Personal Testimony” Dr. Gueiros 
gives the impression that his Synod, under his 
leadership, took action protesting the presence on 
the faculty of the Seminary at Recife of a man 
who was teaching liberalism. 


Actually, action was taken by the faculty, the 
Dean, the Board of Trustees and the Executive 
Committee of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in Brazil without any reference to 
Dr. Gueiros. The Synod was informed of the 
action already taken and voted unanimously to 
concur in and approve of the Board’s action. 


4. Dr. Gueiros states in a letter dated March, 
1956, “As soon as I began to fight modernism 
within my denomination along with the leaders of 
the I.C.C.C., I was compelled to resign my position 
in the Seminary. This was due to pressure of the 
Board of Missions.” 


The fact is that there is no “modernism” in 
the Presbyterian Church in Brazil. Dr. Gueiros 
began a campaign of villification of his own Chris- 
tian brethren, boasted that he was “more tolerant 
than McIntire,” and made a consummate nuisance 
of himself. Furthermore, one has to study the 
situation in Brazil to realize that the Boards do 
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not bring “pressure” on the Brazilian Presbyterian 
Church. No where in the world is there a more 
independent and _ self-governing body. Let the 
Boards begin to bring “pressure” for some objec- 
tive and the very opposite is apt to eventuate. 


5. In this same letter Dr. Gueiros says the 
Brazilian pastors in the north “Jost confidence in 
the Seminary.” 


The writer found the very opposite to be the 
case. One Brazilian pastor told the writer: “This 
whole distressing matter has drawn us together 
as never before.” 


6. Dr. Gueiros states that his “colleagues and 
fellow-pastors have asked me to start a new 
Seminary.” 


Even in his own Presbytery the largest number 
of votes he could muster is four, two of them his 
own kinsmen. We did not find one man who ap- 
proves of the proposed “Seminary.” 


7. Dr. Gueiros says the Seminaries are “under- 
mining the faith of our students.” 


Please read our first article, appearing last 
week. There one will see how vigorously the Sem- 
inary under condemnation reacted against liberal 
teaching. 


8. The Christian Beacon of March 15th, 1956, 
states that the Seminary in Recife, “is under the 
control of the missionary boards of the Northern 
and Southern Presbyterian Assemblies.” 


This is untrue. The Seminary is controlled by 
a Board of Trustees consisting of nine men, seven 
from the Brazilian Presbyterian Church, one from 
the U.S. and one from the U.S.A. missions. This 
Board is responsible directly to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in Brazil and 
all administrative offices in the Seminary are held 
by Brazilians. 


9. In a letter dated April 16th, 1956, Dr. 
Gueiros, speaking of a liberal teacher in the Sem- 
inary said: “his fellow missionaries were not ready 
to close his mouth.” 


This statement is false. His fellow missionaries 
instituted immediate steps to effect his withdrawal 
from the Seminary. 


10. In a letter of the same date Miss Margaret 
Harden speaks of the $15,000 asked for as “a very 
small amount to do such a great work as saving 
so many Brazilian churches and a great evangelistic 
field from modernism and apostasy.” 
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But, in the June 28th issue of the Christian 
Beacon Dr. Gueiros says the “majority of the pas- 
tors in the Church are as fundamental as 
lam .. . but not as well informed.” 


The writer marvels that Drs. McIntire and 
Gueiros should have chosen the Brazilian Presby- 
terian Church as the object of their attacks. Seeds 
of discord and suspicion have been sown in a field 
as untouched by modernism as any in the world. 


11. In the Christian Beacon of June 28th Dr. 
Gueiros states: “The Presbyterian Church in Brazil 
took decision to withdraw from the World Coun- 
cil of Churches only to avoid a split which was 
about to take place if the Church did not do 
that.” 


The Presbyterian Church of Brazil has never 
been a member of the World Council of Churches 
and Dr. Gueiros knows it. At the first meeting 
of the World Council a Brazilian pastor, living 
in America, attended and his name was listed as 
a representative of the Brazilian Church. The 
World Council carried the name of the Brazilian 
Presbyterian Church without authorization and 
later dropped the listing when informed the indi- 
vidual who attended did so as an individual and 
had no authority to represent his church. 


12. In the same article in the Christian Beacon 
Dr. Gueiros states: “Once more modernism has 
succeeded in dividing a strong and fundamental 


. . ” 
denomination. 


It is not “modernism” but Dr. Gueiros who 
has divided his church. Several years ago, under 
the evangelistic preaching of Dr. Edwin Orr, Dr. 
Gueiros confessed that he had greviously sinned 
in speaking against and attacking his fellow min- 
isters and that these attacks were not justified. 
Since then he has returned to the “mire.” 


13. Dr. Gueiros says: “J need some material 
help in a hurry to face the problems over here.” 


The writer believes that if American money 
stops, this “valiant defense of the faith” will also 
stop. There are financial aspects of this whole 
case which need clarifying. 


14. In this same letter Dr. Gueiros says: “Mod- 
ernism has infiltrated every part of our church 


life.” 


This is said in connection with an appeal for 
MONEY to “throw off the modernist yoke.” We 
hope the reader sees the full significance of this. 
It is NOT true that modernism has infiltrated 
the Brazilian church. This appeal for MONEY 
goes on to say: “ it becomes impossible for 
the faithful remnant to support their pastors with- 
out some outside aid.” 


Actually the “faithful remnant” consists (so 
far as Presbyterians are concerned), chiefly of 
Dr. Israel Gueiros himself. 
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15. Miss Harden writes that the proposed Sem- 
inary is “evidently going to be a great instrument 
in the hands of the Lord.” 


Actually it will not be a “Seminary” but some 
kind of Bible School and it will certainly cater 
to the schismatic and non-Presbyterian elements 
in Brazil. 


16. The Christian Beacon appeals to Southern 
Presbyterians to “quit supporting the enemies of 
such an able, stalwart leader and give their money 
instead to the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions.” 


One of the distressing things that we heard in 
Brazil is of missionaries who are working, not to 
evangelize the lost but to proselyte from the Pres- 
byterian church those who already believe. This 
may be “missions” but it is hardly worthy of the 
support of those who would follow the Great 
Commission. 


17. The July 19th issue of the Christian Beacon 
editorializes: The Presbyterians of Brazil are con- 
fronted with an increasingly serious situation as it 
concerns the taking over of their church by mod- 
ernistic influences.” 


No such “situation” exists, except in the minds 
of a few misguided and obsessed individuals. Let 
the reader judge from the following. 


In Recife we met Rev. Victor Pester, an or- 
dained minister in the Brazilian Presbyterian 
Church, and a member of the Presbytery of Per- 
nambuco. Mr. Pester comes from England and 
has lived in Brazil many years. He volunteered 
the following statement to the writer: “I came from 
a Plymouth Brethren background and you know 
how rigidly we hold to the conservative theological 
position. In my association with my fellow Bra- 
zilian pastors, and without one iota of compromise 
on my part, there has never been one time when 
I have not found myself in the most complete ac- 
cord with them in doctrine and in practice. There 
simply is no modernism here.” 


The writer was in Recife when the Presbytery 
of Recife met to consider the case of Dr. Israel 
Gueiros. Neither he nor any missionary attended 
the meeting of Presbytery, but two days after the 
conclusion of the meeting he met with and talked 
to a number of the members of Preshytery. Noth- 
ing but sorrow was expressed over the situation. 
They were most unwilling to proceed against Dr. 
Gueiros but he had left them no ait*rnative. The 
American Council and the International Council 
under the leadership of Dr. Carl McIntire has 
become his goal and his obsession. That these 
two organizations have been repudiated by the 
Bible Presbyterian Church is already known in 
Brazil but the significance of this repudiation has 
not yet seeped in. 


It is a tragic situation and one whic) must make 
the enemy of souls rejoice. But, the gospel is being 
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preached and God is working in that land, despite 
the frailties and follies of man. 


One of our own missionaries, now on furlough, 
writes as follows: 


“Let me state that the Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil is preaching and teaching the TRUTH, 
th WHOLE TRUTH and nothing but the 
TRUTH in its Seminaries, in its churches, 
in the cities, in the country . and people 
are tuming to Jesus Christ The Bible 
in its entirety, the Westminster faith in its simple 
purity, the Catechisms of our Church, and her 
hymns are being broadcast, protected (when neces- 


sary), hallowed and revered on every hand and 
every minute of the hour.” 


We know no better ending for this report on 
the situation in Brazil than (with our missionaries 
in mind) to quote Paul’s words to the Christians 

1 Thessalonica: 


“We give thanks to God always for you all, 
making mention of you in our prayers; remembering 
without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of 
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God and our Father; knowing 
brethren beloved, your election of God.” 





The Reformed Faith And The 
Contemporary Crisis In Education 


C. GREGG SINGER, Ph.D. 


Belhaven Collen, 


Jackson, Mississippi 


This is the first of the series of articles carrying the messages given on the program on OUR 
PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE given at Weaverville, N. C., on Wednesday, August 15th, 1956. 


The other addresses are to follow in succeeding issues of the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


A. INTRODUCTION. 

One of the more encouraging signs on the 
educational front today is the growth of criti- 
cism of nearly every aspect of current educational 
endeavor from many quarters. This critical at- 
titude toward an institution which has long 
regarded itself as sacrosanct and immune to 
the judgment of ordinary mortals is as healthy 
as it is long over due. The awakening of many 
segments of the public to the tragic plight of 
education in this country is encouraging, but 
it is regrettable that much of this criticism is 
directed toward the symptoms of the disease 
rather than toward its causes. It is unfortunate 
that so much of this growing furor is concern- 
ing itself with the more obvious and peripheral 
problems with which education is beset, with 
the problem of more and better teachers, of 
higher salaries, of more and better buildings 
and with segregation. I would not imply that 
these are unimportant, but I would suggest that 
they are merely symptoms of a deadly disease 
which is striking at the very heart of our edu- 
cational system at all levels. 


It is also regrettable that many of the remedies 
which are proposed to meet the problems of 
the day are the property of those who fail 
to understand the nature of the issues with 
which they are seeking to cope. Arising from 
an improper diagnosis, these remedies are 
doomed to failure, and some of them, like fed- 
eral aid to education, may well intensify the 
illness. 

I]. THE NATURE OF THE CRISIS 

The real crisis which confronts education to- 
day does not lie in these peripheral problems 
which are merely the outward symptoms of 
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the disease. In fact, the undue emphasis which 
is placed upon these outward symptoms serves 
to screen and to hide from the public the true 
nature of the crisis before us. The issues are 
far deeper and more fundamental than most 
discussions on the subject indicate. They con- 
cern the nature and purposes of education, and 
of man’s purpose in life under God. The tragedy 
lies in the fact that American education has 
cut itself off from the Bible and has lost its 
sense of direction. To overcome this loss of 
inward assurance and achievement it has taken 
refuge in external trappings and substituted 
costly programs of “life adjustment” for the 
older curriculum and activities. But this re- 
treat to the trivial has finally been discerned 
for what it really is; it has been tried and 
found wanting in this world of the twentieth 
century. The crisis has manifested itself in 
at least three different ways. 


In the first place, American education, on 
the whole, no longer educates and no longer 
seeks to educate in the older meaning of this 
term. Rather has it fallen victim to the ram- 
pant anti-intellectualism of our day and many 
educators are seemingly quite content with a 
curriculum which has a minimum of solid sub- 
ject matter and a maximum of courses which 
are usually called social or life adjustment ex- 
periences, whatever these phrases may mean. 


It is now rather commonplace to hear the 
complaint that high school graduates can 
neither read nor spell well. It is equally true 
that they show even less proficiency in mathe- 
matics, the sciences and other subjects which 
require disciplined minds for their mastery. In- 
deed, it is quite true that in all too many cases 
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the average high school graduate is less edu- 
cated than the grammar school product of 1900. 
But these charges fail to convey the depths of 
that intellectual degradation which is so char- 
acteristic of contemporary educational activity. 
The average high school graduate of today has 
little intellectual enthusiasm or desire and he 
has earned his diploma by taking only those 
academic courses which are still required for 
either graduation or college admission. For 
many of them the peripheral and less exacting 
courses are far more attractive and in most high 
schools there is an increasing tendency to dec- 
orate the curriculum to an excessive degree 
with such attractions. 


Inevitably the colleges are affected by this 
rising tide of anti-intellectualism and increas- 
ingly they are finding it necessary to use the 
first two years to give to their students that 
degree of adequate preparation for the more 
advanced work which was at one time the pre- 
rogative of the high schools. This lowering of 
the academic standards on the part of the col- 
leges is regretted by many professors and ad- 
ministrators of the universities and liberal arts 
colleges, but it has been cheerfully accepted 
and even defended by the professional edu- 
cators who regard it not as an evil to be cor- 
rected, but an educational advance of great 
merit. For them education is no longer to be 
regarded in the historic sense of the term, but 
as an instrument for enlarging social experi- 
ences of the students and advancing a demo- 
cratic way of life. One is tempted to ask how 
a democratic way of life can be sustained in 
the midst of such intellectual carelessness and 
confusion. 


This intellectual debasement of the American 
schools and colleges can be correctly attributed 
to the pervasive influence of the educational 
philosophy of John Dewey and to the fact that 
Instrumentalism has captured nearly every de- 
partment of education in our great universities 
and has penetrated to a greater or lesser extent 
every state department of education in the na- 
tion. There are very few local school systems 
which have not felt the devastating effects of 
the influence of Teachers’ College of Columbia 
University. Hundreds of thousands of teachers 
since 1920 have been infected with this deadly 
virus of the mind and the fact that most of 
them were not aware of the implications of 
this educational philosophy has made it no less 
dangerous. 


Its danger lies in the fact that it was not 
merely a philosophy of education of dubious 
value, but that it was actually a philosophy 
of life, an interpretation of God, man, truth 
and human destiny which at every point was a 
negation of the historic Christian faith. Dewey’s 
denial of the existence of absolute truth and his 
pragmatic approach to the meaning of man 
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and human experience made a mockery of those 
assumptions which had the life blood of edu- 
cation in America since its inception. What his 
disciples failed to realize was the fact that if 
Dewey was correct, then there was not suitable 
foundation or purpose left for the educational 
activity in which they were engaging. The log- 
ical conclusion to his position was the “child 
centered” curriculum and this meaningless 
phrase became the stock in trade of all the 
curriculum planners who wanted to he pro- 
gressive. 


In this new curriculum the accumulated wis- 
dom of the past, the priceless heritage of western 
culture preserved from previous eras, was quietly 
cast to one side in favor of more attractive 
courses of study which would focus the atten- 
tion of the student on the problems and prom- 
ises of his own way. These progressive edu- 
cators, drifting aimlessly themselves with the 
currents of pragmatism, forgot that without the 
light of the past and without a Biblical frame 
of reference the present defied interpretation. 
The inevitable result of such a program has been 
the creation of a generation of students which 
neither knows or appreciates its heritage and 
sees little value or of promise in the present. 


Caught in this groundswell of anti-intellec- 
tualism were not only the social sciences and the 
humanities, but the sciences and mathematics 
as well. It was no longer regarded as desirable 
for students to acquire a mastery of subject 
matter. The learning of facts was replaced by 
the development of attitudes. But attitudes 
which have no factual basis must of necessity 
be erroneous and dangerous. 


Inescapably this anti-intellectualism affected 
the training of teachers. Methods rather than 
knowledge became the order of the day and 
courses in methods have so cluttered up most 
departments of education that their offerings 
have become the laughing stock of intelligent 
people and an insult not easily endured by seri- 
ous students. 


Until this grave defect in the training of 
teachers is removed, the shortage of desirable 
teachers will continue. I grant that in many 
cases salaries are too low and no one will deny 
that the teacher is worthy of his hire. But it is 
most unlikely that increased salaries will be a 
sufficient inducement to attract scholarly minds 
to the teaching profession as long as they are 
required to enter it through such educational 
wastelands. Most of the courses which are re- 
quired in the preparation of teachers constitute 
an unwarranted insult to which most serious 
students are unwilling to expose themselves. And 
it is a matter of professional knowledge that in 
most colleges the weakest students gravitate 
toward a major in education. Inescapably the 
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teaching profession becomes a monopoly of the 
least qualified. 


In the second place, the crisis in education 
arises from the fact that all too often in recent 
years our schools and colleges have become the 
allies of those who uphold the communistic 
philosophy and who look to our schools and 
colleges as one of the most important means of 
spreading communism in this country. In mak- 
ing this charge I am not referring solely to those 
who have openly been exposed as members of 
the Communist Party for they are probably the 
least dangerous of all those who seek to under- 
mine constitutional government in this country. 
They are a small minority and are known for 
what they are. 


Much more dangerous is a large group in the 
teaching profession who in their professional 
training have been exposed to the basic elements 
of the philosophy of communism which have 
frequently been presented to them as the demo- 
cratic way of life. All too often teachers have 
unwittingly become the tools of this alien 
ideology simply because they have been ignorant 
of the philosophy which lies behind communism 
as an economic and political system. I would 
suggest that to the extent to which American 
education has been dominated by the educa- 
tional thought of Dewey and his disciples, to 
that same extent has it become the philosophical 
ally of communism. Both Dewey and Marx 
have a common origin in the philosophy of the 
French Revolution and its nineteenth century 
offspring. In their common devotion to em- 
piricism and pragmatism for the determination 
of human values they are alarmingly close in 
their positions. 


Indeed, it is not too much to say that the 
democratic view of education so prevalent today 
is one of the greatest threats facing the nation. 
Our teachers have been indoctrinated with a 
philosophy which does not only not preserve 
our national heritage, but which actually in- 
vites the inroads of Communism. The fact 
that many of these teachers are not aware of 
the fatal contradiction between their profession- 
al training and the avowed purposes of our 
schools in no way lessens the danger and it is 
only another indication of the tightening grip 
of pernicious anti-intellectualism on American 
thought and education. 


In the third place, I would like to suggest 
that the crisis in education manifests itself in 
a hostility to historic Christianity. This innate 
incompatibility between the dominant philoso- 
phy in American life and Calvinism has been 
brought to the fore in recent decisions of the 
Supreme Court which have sought to erect an 
impassable wall between church and state. The 
whole problem of released time for religious 
education and the role of the Bible in the pub- 
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lic schools is important and such teaching is 
highly desirable, but it is not the real issue and 
a policy which would permit released time for 
Biblical study would not in any way remove 
the basic problem. It would simply bring it 
into a sharper focus. 


The dominant philosophy in American edu- 
cation is totally and irrevocably opposed to the 
whole system of Christian doctrine. Its funda- 
mental assumptions concerning education ne- 
gate those of orthodox Christianity at every 
point. It denies the Christian views of God, 
truth, man, sin, redemption and human destiny, 
and it is very difficult to find a standard text 
book in psychology which in any way makes a 
place for the Christian view of the soul. There 
is no paragraph in the Westminster Confession 
of Faith which is acceptable to those who con- 
sciously accept contemporary educational phil- 
osophy. Fortunately in the South there are 
many convinced evangelicals who see this fatal 
contradiction and who teach accordingly, but 
in many sections this is not the case. 


For the great majority Christian doctrine must 
be reinterpreted in the light of pragmatism. 
They are alarmingly optimistic in their dedica- 
tion to the proposition that human sin and 
evil can be corrected by appropriate injections 
of knowledge and an increased social aware- 
ness. They are also convinced that it is within 
the power of education to bring about a mil- 
lennial society in which man will achieve a 
type of righteousness compatible with the find- 
ings of modern science and psychology. There 
is no social ill that cannot be cured nor problem 
that cannot be solved by education. 


The cleavage between Presbyterianism and 
modern education is not confined to a few basic 
issues such as the authority of the Scriptures, 
the nature of evil and the theory of organic 
evolution. Rather does it involve two mutually 
exclusive world and life views, the one of which 
finds its source and authority in the Scriptures 
and the other of which looks to man for its 
frame of reference. It is a conflict between 
humanism which is intrenched in our schools 
and Christian theism. 


In summary then, the crisis in education is 
not to be construed in terms of a rampant anti- 
intellectualism, nor even in terms of the affinity 
of its dominant philosophy with that of Com- 
munism. Essentially the crisis finds its deepest 
expression in the conflict with historic Chris- 
tianity. It is a crisis of such depth and extent 
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that its consideration may well cause thought- 
ful Americans to wonder whether such a system 
of education is worthy of his support, whether 
it should be maintained and whether it may 
not be a national liability instead of a national 
asset. 


Ili. THE ANSWER OF REFORMED 
THEOLOGY 

It is my profound conviction that the Re- 
formed Faith has much to say to contemporary 
education and educators who refuse to heed 
its message do so at their peril. Indeed, if 
our schools persist in their present folly they 
will be soon facing a bankruptcy so hopeless 
and yet so obvious that the citizens of this coun- 
try will refuse to support an institution which 
is betraying those very ideals it was created to 
preserve. 


Today education is a house divided against 
itself. Its philosophy is at war with the heritage 
it is called upon to perpetuate and enrich and 
not only is it at war with the past, but it is 
equally confused and uncertain in regard to 
the future. In educational literature there is 
much discussion of aims and goals, but its 
pragmatism logically does away with the pos- 
sibility of such conceptions. One hears much 
concerning the necessity of educating the 
whole person for life in a democracy, but there 
is no agreement on the meaning of either of 
these two terms, nor can there be within the 
frame of Dewey’s philosophy. The empiricist 
is the least able of all men to grapple with the 
future. 


Education is a house divided in its practices 
as well as in its philosophy. The philosophical 
deficiencies inevitably bring in their wake fail- 
ures in accomplishment and this is precisely 
the case today. Our schools are not producing 
the kind of trained citizenship which the nation 
has the right to demand. There is abundant 
evidence that their products are neither ready 
to take their part in the economic and political 
and intellectual life of the nation nor do they 
show any ability to live in a democratic society. 
In short, they are not being educated as they 
should be to live in the world of the twentieth 
century. 


The solution to this crisis is to be found in 
che Reformed theology and its application to 
education and the intellectual life of the nation. 
The key to the situation lies in the loss of 
certainty and security which has engulfed the 
modern mind. The sense of certainty must be 
recovered, a certainty that God and truth exist 
and that God can be known and that He has 
revealed Himself infallibly to man in the 
Scriptures. Education has lost itself in a morass 
of uncertainty because it has cast itself adrift 
from the Scriptures. 


It is at this point that the Reformed Faith 
offers the only hope. Education must accept 
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as its basic principle the affirmation of the 
Westminster Standards that the Scriptures are 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
If educators would look to the Scriptures for 
their frame of reference there they would find 
the answers for which they have been feverishly 
searching. ‘They will recover their sense of 
direction and purpose and the bankruptcy and 
futility of so much of their current programs will 
give way to the wealth and fruitfulness of a 
system of education grounded on the Word of 
God. 


The commitment to the Scriptures will ban- 
ish their reliance on pragmatism and _ instru- 
mentalism and will dispel the myth of the sov- 
ereignty of man. Rejoicing in and finding new 
meaning and hope in the Biblical doctrine of 
the sovereignty of God, educators will once more 
build on the great fact that God is truth. The 
Reformed doctrine in its emphasis on the unity 
of truth in God and its insistence that all human 
intellectual activity is valid only when it con- 
forms to the truth which God has revealed to 
man offers to education the only sure foundation 
for a meaningful philosophy. All subject fields 
must be taught in the light of the great doc- 
trines of the Scriptures. The natural sciences, 
history, psychology, philosophy, literature, and 
the social sciences must all be subjected to the 
teachings of the Word of God. Unless they 
are taught in the light of the Bible they must 
remain a closed book to the unbelieving student 
and quite unrewarding, for the ultimate mean- 
ing of all human endeavor can never be pene- 
trated by human reason, but comes by revela- 
tion alone. 


A denial of this Christian world and life view 
must bring in its wake a conviction as to the 
essential meaninglessness of human life in all of 
its aspects. This is precisely the dilemma which 
faces the intellectual life of this country today. 
There is scarcely an area of human intellectual 
endeavor which has not suffered in the hands 
of those who have severed their thinking from 
theology. We need only to gaze upon the piti- 
ful attempts of the cubists, the impressionists 
and surrealists in the realm of art, or listen 
to the irritating meaninglessness of so much 
of modern music to see the emptiness of artistic 
expression which denies the Christian values. 
Much of contemporary literature also betrays 
the intellectual and moral bankruptcy in that 
area of western culture. 

Only in the Reformed faith is there an ef- 
fective answer to this cultural degradation. The 
Biblical view of man gives purpose and mean- 
ing to education and cultural development. In 
its denial of absolute truth modern thought 
has not only destroyed any valid reason for 
educating human beings, but in its view of man 
it presents to him as unteachable and unworthy 
of all the expense and effort put forward in 
his behalf. In the light of the dominant edu- 
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cational psychology teachers are being called 
upon to teach the unteachable in their class 
rooms what is hardly worth teaching them in 
the first place. 


From this impasse education can be rescued 
only by a return to the Reformed and Biblical 
view of man. In the Scriptures it finds a mean- 
ingfulness and purpose afforded by no _ phil- 
osophy. The Reformed doctrine of man brings 
educational effort into the proper perspective. 


Not only does it affirm that there is a realm 
of truth which must be taught to men, but it 
also affirms that man is teachable, that he is 
worthy of being taught, and that the cultivation 
of his mind is a divinely imposed obligation 
and privilege. 


Since man is created in the image of God, it is 
his high duty to think the thoughts of God 
after Him and to seek to find that meaning 
which God by creation has given to the world 
of nature and that prior interpretation which 
He has given to all human experience. God 
made both the knowing mind of man and the 
knowable world of nature. Man as God’s vice 
regent is entrusted with the great privilege of 
developing a culture which glorifies the Father. 
An educational system which fails to recognize 
this divine mandate as the only valid founda- 
tion for its existence is a contradiction in terms 
and must inevitably fail. 


Although the Scriptures place education on 
a very high pedestal they also surround it with 
strict limitations and never expect more from 
it than can be accomplished. ‘The Bible never 
confuses knowledge with righteousness, learn- 
ing with regeneration or culture with sanctifica- 
tion and it never calls upon education to pro- 
duce these Christian fruits. This recognition 
of the limitations of education stands in sharp 
contrast to the democratic philosophy which 
dominates the educational picture today. Al- 
though it takes a very low view of truth, culture 
and of man, it actually places around the educa- 
tional process a halo of which it is utterly un- 
worthy. There is then within contemporary 
educational philosophy an ironic contradiction 
which does much to explain why the friends 
of the present pattern are so concerned with the 
trends and failures which are so evident. 


Dewey and his disciples looked on the schools 
as an instrument for human betterment and 
social progress, although within the framework 
of their own philosophy the meaning of these 
terms was quite elusive. But in general they 
equated social progress with the spread of the 
democratic way of life, the elimination of war 
and other major social ills and they sought 
to enlist the schools in the achievement of a 
socialistic society. Many of the progressives 
in educational circles have equated the demo- 
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cratic way of life with socialism, and they would 
dedicate the schools of America to the attain- 
ment of this goal of a humanistic and demo- 
cratic Utopia, the realization of the Kingdom 
of Man on earth. 


The Reformed Faith would never allow edu- 
cation to fall into such pernicious errors. If 
it exalts man on the one hand as being created 
in the image of God, it with equal clarity as- 
serts the awfulness of human sin and the doc- 
trine of total depravity. This Biblical doctrine 
must be a living reality for those who engage 
in the great calling of education. Educators 
who keep before them the Biblical doctrine of 
sin and evil will never confuse learning with 
justification by faith nor the achievement of 
a democratic society with the eternal reign of 
Jesus Christ as Lord of Lords. 


They will never expect more from education 
than the Bible allows and they will remember 
that our schools and colleges must remain as 
the servants of the Church and never pose as 
its equals or superior. Christian educators will 
never regard the school as substitutes for either 
the church or the home, but as the instru- 
ment by which the redeemed will be more ef- 
fectively trained for Christian service and their 
own particular vocations. Discarding the im- 
possible and hopelessly frustrating goals which 
humanism has dictated for our schools and col- 
leges, they will set forth those purposes and 
aims for education which are truly in accord 
with the Scriptures. 


With this anchorage in the Bible as the Word 
of God they will not fall into that dull despair 
into which instrumentalism and all its many 
cousins must inevitably lead on the one hand, 
nor into the charmingly deceptive snares of 
humanism on the other. If they will not con- 
clude that all serious intellectual training and 
activity are in vain, neither will they insist 
that the schools must rebuild American society. 
Rather will they agree that the role of educa- 
tion is to enable men to serve and glorify the 
Living God more effectively and to bring their 
cultural activity and development into subjec- 
tion to a sovereign God and His revelation of 
Himself in the Scriptures. 


Christian educators will banish from their 
thinking every concession to humanism, to the 
doctrine of the sovereignty and essential good- 
ness of man and the perfectability of man and 
his society, for these are the rocks which have 
nearly wrecked the American school system. 


In the light of these Biblical goals for educa- 
tional activity, these Christian educators will 
then rebuild the curricula of all the schools, 
from the elementary grades through the colleges, 
for these must be brought into an essential 
harmony with the Biblical view of culture. Hu- 
manism has almost destroyed the curriculum of 
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the high schools as it once existed and many 
of our colleges and universities have not escaped 
its baneful influences. The liberal arts and 
Biblical emphases, once generally accepted as 
essential for a sound education, have given place 
to a multiplicity of so called practical and 
peripheral courses which have contributed so 
much to the general intellectual debasement of 
our day. ‘The Reformed faith can no more 
tolerate anti-intellectualism in the schools and 
colleges than it can in theology and Christian 
thought. It abhors the one even as it rebukes 
the other. 


In conclusion, I would suggest that the Re- 
formed Faith has everything to say to education 
today. It is the one remedy for those maladies 
of the soul and mind which beset American 
education. If our schools fail to heed its mes- 
sage they will continue to drift from one new 
cult to another. Having already lost their vision 
as to what constitutes a genuine education, they 
will gradually lose that respectable mediocrity 
of which they now boast and usher in a new day 
of spiritual and intellectual darkness the end 
of which can be only national destruction. 


ANGLERS 


By WADE C. SMITH 
Lesson No. 153 


The Whole Church Working At It 





“Activity for the salvation of the world is abso- 
lutely necessary for the church, necessary to the 
development of the preacher and the Christian peo- 
ple, necessary to express the principle of life, and 
also the spirit of Jesus. It is essential to the 
development of the life of the individual Christian, 
and the kingdom of our Lord.” 

—Charles Herbert Rust 


“The example of my own church is sufficient 
to teach that there is no insuperable difficulty in 
transforming the normal church into an evangelistic 
center. The difficulties in the way are class feel- 
ing, parochialism of idea, and the fastidiousness of 
a false culture.” —W. J. Dawson 


“The best evangelistic work is that form which 
enlists the largest number of helpers. Using a 
synthesis of methods, in which all talents and of- 
ficers are recognized and employed, it puts greatest 
emphasis on personal work. Personal work to 
be most effective must be systematized, giving at- 
tention to training in methods and leading those 
who undertake it to co-ordinate their efforts, unit- 
ing their endeavors in order to secure better and 
quicker results. The idea should obtain, moreover, 
that the evangelistic efforts of the church and of 
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the individual should be continuous, knowing no 
intermittance, carrying their loving zeal into all 
seasons of the year, into all localities, including 
those of temporary residence or even of recreation, 
and throughout life from the dawn of Christian 
existence to its attainment of the final “well done” 
which will be the highest reward of every sincere 
spirit. And it cannot be too strongly emphasized 
or too often reiterated that it should never be the 
case that the interest of the worker ceases when 
some formal confession of Christ has been obtained.” 

—Bishop Leete. 


This is a challenge on a high level. It will 
require a high type of faith to meet it. Here is 
the picture of an all-the-year-round soul-winning 
church, its entire membership imbued with the 
evangelistic spirit and all departments making evan- 
gelism the chief objective. It is reasonable. It 
is according to the will of God. It is feasible. 
And it can be demonstrated by any church that 
will rise to the point of vision and faith to hon- 
estly try it. One main weakness of the church 
in this line lies in the fact that with rare exceptions 
congregations have depended upon a_ periodical 
“revival” or “protracted meeting,” led by some 
outside evangelist, to promote their evangelistic pro- 
grams where, if indeed, they have a defined policy. 
These revivals are usually held in the Spring or 
Autumn (or both) and often more with the purpose 
of recruiting membership than to rescue dying souls. 
Such meetings are by no means to be despised, 
though often questionable methods creep in. A 
church that is in a “slow dying state,” its spiritual- 
ity at a low ebb, calls for the help of the profes- 
sional evangelist like the sick man calls for a sur- 
geon. Surgeons are necessary to save our lives at 
times, but none will claim that living by surgery 
is a normal state of existence. Yet we make here 
the confident claim that the best “surgeon” for a 
dying church is the Holy Spirit, and it is nowhere 
stated in God’s Word that His coming is dependent 
upon any mortal outside the congregation, not even 
though that mortal be a high-priced evangelist, with 
a whole troupe of salaried workers and musicians. 


All honor is accorded here to those consecrated 
men and women in evangelistic parties who have 
taken to the road for Christ and have conducted 
great revivals in our communities, doing much good 
and winning many souls. Though they came high 
they were worth the price (as in the case when a 
skilful surgeon comes to our relief and saves a life) ; 
but it does not follow that any church should be 
in the slightest dependent upon such visitations, 
either in the community-wide method or for the 
local congregation alone. It is not unusual to see 
a congregation lapse, after a “protracted meeting” 
into its former paralysis, while it complacently waits 
for the next Spring revival to come around - and 
that may not be the fault of the evangelist. It 
can be readily seen that a church whose evangelism 
springs from within and functions steadily the year 
round will have a spiritual vitality that not only 
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secures steady growth in numbers, but also grows 
spiritually stronger as its muscles harden with the 
highest service. Such a church continues a great 
power in the community for Christian growth and 
progress, and becomes a veritable fortress of God 
against the wiles of the devil. 


But to bring a church to this degree of efficiency 
in evangelism requires much prayer, careful plan- 
ning - and a program. 

(Next lesson will deal with a Program). 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 

Sunday, September 2, Isaiah 6:1-13. Isaiah 
saw the Lord (6:1)! Try to picture with your 
own eyes every object, every detail, that was in- 
volved in this vision (vv.1-7). Try to hear 
each sound Isaiah heard (vv.3-4,7,8,8-10). In 
what way was Isaiah’s sense of touch affected 
(vv.4,7) ? his sense of smell (v.4)? Notice the 
four specific steps that resulted in Isaiah’s life 
as a consequence of his “seeing the Lord” (vv.5, 
vv.6-7,v.8a,v.8b). How personal and vivid is 
your knowledge of God? What can a present 
day Christian do to increase the reality of God 
in his life (John 5:39; I Peter 2:2-3; John 
14:21)? 

Monday, September 3, I Corinthians 3:1-9 
Throughout his letter Paul places a special em- 
phasis on the fact that the Christian life is 
completely new, completely different from the 
life of the non-Christian (II Corinthians 5:17). 
What fault does Paul find with the Corinthian 
Christians in I Cor. 3:1? In what specific way 
have they been acting like men of the flesh, 

e., like “ordinary men” (vv.3-4,R.S.V.) ? What 
accounts for the thorough-going change that 
takes place in the life of a Christian (2:9-10, 
14)? How deep-seated a change has Christ 
brought about in your life? 

Tuesday, September 4, I Corinthians 7:20-24. 
Today's passage should be especially helpful 
to anyone who finds himself discontented with 





his position in life. Paul tries to show such 
people the unparalleled importance of thei 
relationship with God (vv.19,22). In the light 


of our relationship with God, everything else 


fades into comparative insignificance (vv.18, 
21). To what danger do we subject ourselves 
when we become overly concerned for ow 
earthly relationships (v.23)? What glorious 
fact can brighten the most discouraging of hu- 
man circumstances (vv.17,24b) ? Which are 
more important in your life - your relation- 
ships with men or your relationship with God? 


Wednesday, Sepiember 5, I Corinthians 
12:4-11. While aware of the physical gifts 
God has bestowed upon us, many of us are com- 
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pletely unaware of the spiritual gifts that are 
available to us (12:1). Notice each of the 
spiritual gifts mentioned in vv.8-9,28. Count 
the number of times the word “Spirit” is men- 
tioned in vv.8-ll. What is said about the 
Spirit in each case? Did you think that you 
could choose the work you do in the church 
simply on the basis of your own preference? 
God desires to give each of us a gift that will 
enable us to fit into His overall plan for the 
Church (vv.4-7,12,18). What principle is laid 
down in vv.21-24 concerning one’s attitude 
toward the lesser gifts? toward the higher gifts 
(v.3la)? How eager is your desire for spiritual 
gifts? 

Thursday, September 6, Ephesians 4:1-7. 
What is the general exhortation given in v.1? 
How is this general exhortation made specific 
in vv.2-32 What is the central drive of these 
specific exhortations? What does Paul say 
about your Christian life (v.1) if you find you 
cannot get along with fellow-believers (vv.2-3) ? 
Do all Christian people have enough in com- 
mon to enable them to live harmoniously with 
each other (vv.4-6)? Can this harmony exist 
despite any adverse circumstances life may 
thrust upon us (v.la)? Does harmony mean 
uniformity (vv.7-8)? Pray that the several 
factors mentioned in vv.4-5 may become so all- 
important in your daily living that those factors 
which have created friction between you and 
fellow-Christians may seem trivial and unim- 
portant. 


Friday, September 7, Ephesians 4:11-16. There 
are so many diverse voices speaking with “au- 
thority” on religious subjects today that many 
lay-Christians, in their confusion, believe it is 
impossible to discern truth from error. What 
does Paul have to say concerning such a posi- 
tion (vv.14-15)? Is maturity in our Christian 
convictions something we inherit when we be- 
come Christians or something we must work 
for and grow into (vv.14,15-16) ? To whom must 
we pay diligent attention if we are to grow into 
mature knowledge (vv.11-12) ? Paul points 
out that a lack of ability to recognize spiritual 
truth can also be due to the presence of sin 
in our lives (vv.18b,22-23). What specific steps 
can you take to deepen your spiritual discern- 
ment? 

Saturday, September 8, Ephesians 6:5-9. Sub- 
stitute your own occupation for the word 
‘slave’ in v.5 and see how many of the exhorta- 
tions of vv.5-8 could apply to you. What 
changes would be brought about in your work 
attitude and performance if you conscientiously 
lived by the principles in these verses? Do these 
principles apply to the more respected as well 
as to the lowlier types of work (v.9)? Pray 
for the strength (v.10) to do your daily work, 
not as a “man-pleaser” (v.6), but unto the 
Lord (v.7), looking to the wages God has 
promised (v.8). 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 2 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Royal Law Of Love 


Background Scripture: Luke 6:27-30; 10:30-37; James 2 


Devotional: I Cor. 13 


The Law of Love is rightly called, “The Royal Law,’ for God is the Sovereign Ruler of the 


universe, and any Law that comes from Him is a “Royal Law.” 
Our Saviour has been appointed King, and the law of His kingdom 


world that he gave his Son. 
is the royal law of love. 


Our Devotional Reading is the great Hymn 
of Love, written by the apostle Paul. We usually 
think of Paul as a great missionary, a great 
theologian, a great writer, and the exponent 
of Faith; salvation by grace through faith. Paul 
was also a “Heart-Giant,” and out of his great 
heart of love, inspired by the Spirit, he wrote 
this matchless description of Christian Love: 
“The Greatest Thing in the World.” This 
thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians has al- 
ways been considered one of the supremely 
beautiful chapters of the Bible. 


In it he shows that without Love all the 
other Christian graces or “Gifts” are worthless. 


Love is “the more excellent way,” one of 
the best “Gifts” which we are to covet earnest- 
ly. We may be as eloquent as an angel, as 
wise as the greatest of the prophets, have faith 
enough to move mountains, be kind to the poor, 
and willing to die for our faith, but if we are 
not motivated by Love, all these will amount 
to nothing; be a zero. 


Then he breaks Love up into its component 
parts, like the colors of the rainbow in the 
sky. In verses 4-7, this is done. ‘Love never 
faileth.” Of the three abiding graces, Faith, 
Hope, and Love, “the greatest of these is Love.” 
Let us consider this Royal Law, (1) As given in 
a sermon, (2) As illustrated in a parable, and 
(3) As applied by James. 


I. As Given in a Sermon: Luke 6:27-31. 


This Law is given in both Matthew and Luke. 
In Matthew it is a part of the Sermon on the 
Mount, and in Luke, what is sometimes called, 
The Sermon in the Plain. This was a Law 
which He often repeated and emphasized in 
different forms, for it was a Law which He 
wished to get into the hearts of his disciples. 


He puts the Royal Law in its most difficult 
form. Ordinary men love those who love them. 
It takes extraordinary men — born-again men — 
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God is love. God so loved the 





Christian men, to fulfill the Law as stated here. 
Loving our enemies, doing good to those that 
hate us, blessing those that curse us, praying 
for those who despitefully use us; these things 
can only be done by people who belong to the 
“Royal Family.” It is not easy, even for them. 


Turning the other cheek to those who smite 
us, and giving to every man who asks of us, 
are traits of character found in true followers 
of the One Who turned His back to the smiters, 
and allowed vulgar men to spit in His face, 
the face of a King. The “Golden Rule,” 
(verse 31), rightly interpreted, can only be 
used by people who have “Golden Hearts” 
which have been touched and transformed by 
the grace of God. Who can read these words 
uttered by Jesus in His sermon and not blush 
for shame as he measures himself by this rule? 
Oh that God would give us the grace to really 
live by the Golden Rule! Men of the world 
sometimes thoughtlessly and rather flippantly 
say, I live by the Golden Rule; I think I will 
be all right; I have no need of a Saviour. I 
want to challenge such men to examine their 
hearts. I firmly believe that no one but a 
regenerated person can even approach the keep- 
ing of the Royal Law of Love. 


II. As Illustrated in the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan: Luke 10:30-37. 

Let us go back and see the occasion for this 
parable. A certain lawyer had asked Jesus a 
question, tempting Him; Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus had referred 
him to the law. The lawyer was not satisfied, 
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and, willing to justify himself, said, And who 
is my neighbor? ‘The Law said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. Jesus tells the 
story of the Good Samaritan to clear up this 
matter and show what real love to our neighbor 
involves. There are three classes of people in 
the parable. 


The thieves certainly showed no love to 
their “neighbor.” They robbed him of what 
he had, wounded him, and left him by the 
roadside. This sort of hatred is very common 
in the world, both among nations and indi- 
viduals. They like to prey upon their fellow 
men. Their philosophy of life is, as someone 
said, What is yours is mine, if I can get it, and 
they proceed to get it. 


The priest and Levite, both familiar with 
the words, Thou shalt love they neighbor as 
thyself, showed no real love, and little inter- 
est, in their neighbor who needed their help 
so badly. Perhaps they interpreted the word 
“neighbor” to suit themselves, or more prob- 
ably, they forgot all about their obligation. 
Their attitude was, What is mine, is mine, and 
I will keep it, and so they proceed on their way. 


Then the Samaritan came. He had no rea- 
son to love the wounded man. The man was 
no doubt a Jew, and the Jews had no dealings 
with the Samaritans. But the Samaritan had 
real love and compassion, and this moved him 
to do something. He said but little, and that 
only to the inn-keeper, but he did all he could 
for the man. 


This is a fine illustration of the “Royal Law 
of Love.” It stops, and then stoops, to serve 
all who need help. It makes no difference who 
the person is. He may be of a different race 
or color. He may even be a potential enemy. 
If he is in need, then the Royal Law says, min- 
ister to him to the best of your ability. We 
are not to love merely in word, but in deed. 
The Samaritan put the Royal Law into action; 
he fulfilled it. 


Go, and do thou likewise, said Jesus. Have 
mercy on all who are suffering and needy. Mercy 
is love wearing one of her beautiful garments. 
Grace is love dressed in her best robes. Grace 
and mercy were the Royal Robes that Jesus 
wore when the Royal Visitor came to earth. 
The son of man came not to be ministered 
unto but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many. We cannot do what He did, 
but we can follow in His steps. Jesus Himself 
is the best illustration of the Royal Law of Love. 


II. As Applied by James: James 2. 

James is the “Practical Epistle.” He would 
have us put our religion into practice, not mere- 
ly express it in words. In the chapter before 
us we have two applications of the Royal Law 
of Love. In verse eight we have the expression 


AUGUST 22, 1956 











used as our Topic: “If ye fulfill the royal law 
according to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself, ye do well. He shows us 
how we can fulfill it. 


1. The Royal Law of Love is never partial; 
it shows no respect of persons. This can have 
a broad application. He applies it to two classes 
of people; the rich and the poor. Do we honor 
the rich and despise the poor? It is easy to 
fall into this error. Most of us have great re- 
spect for wealth. Sometimes we envy those 
who have more than we have. We are tempted 
to flatter them, and show them special regard, 
to fawn upon them. We forget that there are 
two kinds of riches; one is material, the other 
moral and spiritual. We can see the “gold ring 
and goodly apparel,” but we cannot see the 
wealth of character which may be possessed by 
the man in poor raiment. The poor man may 
be “an heir of the kingdom,” destined to in- 
herit all the riches of Christ, while the rich 
man may be an outcast. Remember that James 
is speaking of wicked rich men. There are rich 
men who have both kinds of wealth, like Abra- 
ham and Job. The Royal Law would have us 
love all alike, and treat all alike. This is the 
real law of liberty. It sets us free from preju- 
dice and faulty judgments in relation to our 
neighbor. 


2. It shows itself in “Works.” 


There has been a great deal of discussion 
over this passage - verses 14 to 26 - and some 
have tried to say that Paul and James teach 
different kinds of Justification; one by Faith, 
the other by Works. The difficulty can be 
dissolved by one expression of Paul, “Faith that 
works by Love.” Both James and Paul would 
agree that it takes a “Living Faith” to save. 
Faith must show its vitality by expressing it- 
self in deeds. 


James uses a very plain and simple illustra- 
tion. Suppose a brother or sister is naked or 
hungry. We can say, Depart in peace, be 
warmed and filled, but such a faith would be 
mockery. Faith needs to follow the Law of 
Love. “I feel so sorry,” said a man, as he 
watched a house burn down. “How sorry do 
you feel,” said another, as he reached in his 
pocket and drew out a ten dollar bill. Deeds 
prove the genuineness of both Faith and Love. 

His second illustration is that of Abraham. 
Paul uses the same man. Paul says, Abraham 
was justified by faith. James says he was jus- 
tified by works. Both are right, and there 
is no difficulty, if we remember the rule, Faith 
works by love. Abraham showed that he had 
a living faith by his obedience. He was jus- 
tified by faith, and he was justified by works. 
His works proved that his faith was not dead, 
but a living faith. Rahab also believed, but 
she hid the spies. Her faith was living faith. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMER 2 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Can You Explain The Trinity? 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
Prayer 
Scripture: John 16:1-15. 


Hymn: “Ancient Of Days” 
Offering 
Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 


Program Leader: 


If you can explain the Trinity, you are a 
rare person indeed. The doctrine of the Trinity 
is immensely important to Christianity, but it 
remains a mystery that we shall not understand 
fully until we see God face to face. We believe 
it not because it is taught in the very nature 
of things or because we have been able to 
reason it out, but because it is clearly taught 
in the Scriptures. Belief in the Trinity is a 
very distinctive Christian belief, and our only 
authority for believing it is the Bible. 


Briefly stated, the doctrine is this: God exists 
in three persons, “and these three are one God, 
the same in substance, equal in power and 
glory.” The three persons of the Trinity are 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They 
are not three separate Gods, but three forms 
of the one God. When we speak of the per- 
sons as forms, we do not mean that God is 
Father at one time, Son at another time, and 
Spirit at another. He is all three at the same 
time. Neither do we mean that the essence of 
God is divided into three equal parts. The 
fullness of God is in each person at all times. 
It is easy to see why this doctrine is beyond 
human comprehension. We believe it because 
it is taught in the Bible, and as we believe 
it, we find that it answers to our experience 
with God. 


First Speaker: 

Some people seem to think that the Old Tes- 
tament contains no indications of the Trinity, 
but this is incorrect. In Genesis 1:26 and 11:7 
God speaks of Himself in the plural, indicating 
more than one person in God. Isaiah 48:16 
the Spirit is spoken of as a separate person. 
These are but samples of Old Testament pas- 
sages which point to the Trinity. 


It is only natural that the New Testament 
should contain clearer teachings concerning the 
Trinity. There are several passages where all 
three persons are explicitly mentioned, such as 
the records of Jesus’ baptism. Matthew 3:16,17; 
Mark 1:10,11; Luke 3:22; and John 1:32-34. 
Another such passage is the one which has been 
read to us from the sixteenth chapter of John. 
Perhaps the clearest teachings of all are found 
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in the great commission (Matt. 28:19) and in 


the Apostolic benediction (II Corinthians 
13:14). 


Our next three speakers will consider the 
three persons of the Trinity separately. 
Second Speaker: 

The name “Father” as applied to God is not 
always used in the same sense in the Bible. Some- 
times it may denote the Triune God as (1) the 
originator of all created things, (2) as the 
Father of Israel, or (3) as the Father of be- 
lievers who are His spiritual children. In a 
more fundamental sense the name is applied 
to the First Person of the Trinity indicating 
His relationship to the Second Person. (Read 
John 5:25 and 8:54.) Many works are ascribed 
by Scripture to the Father, but in many of 
them the other Persons of the Godhead have a 
part. The distinctive property of the Father 
is that He generates the Son from all eternity. 
There never was, is, or will be a time when 
the Father is not generating the Son. This is 
the original Fatherhood of God. 

Third Speaker: 

The Second Person of the Trinity is the 
eternal Son of God. We make a serious mistake 
in thinking that the Son had His beginning at 
the first Christmas. The Bible is speaking of 
the Second Person of the Trinity when it says, 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” John 
1:1. What actually happened on that first 


Christmas was that the eternal Word “was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us.” 


The error most frequently committed with 
regard to the Son is to deny that He is really 
and truly God. Anyone who makes this denial 
must set aside the clear teachings of the Bible 
because Scripture leaves no doubt that the Son 
is very God of verv God. The Bible calls Jesus 
God in so many words, it gives Him divine 
names, and ascribes to Him divine works, divine 
qualities, and divine honors. There is no ques- 
tion in the Bible that the person Jesus Christ 
is equal with God and is indeed God Himself. 


Fourth Speaker: 

The Third Person of the Trinity is the Holy 
Spirit. He proc eeds from both the Father and 
the Son. He is called the Spirit of God and 
the Spirit of Christ. Jesus said His Father 
would send the Spirit, and at other times He 
said He Himself would send the Spirit. In this 
way the Spirit is related to both Father and 
Son. (Read John 14:26 and 15:26.) 
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The mistake most commonly made in our 
thinking with regard to the Holy Spirit is to 
think of Him as an influence rather than a 
person . . . as an “it” instead of a “He”. 
The Bible indicates the deity of the Holy Spirit 
in much the same way that it indicates the 
deity of the Son, by ascribing divine names, 
qualities, works and honors. The Bible also 
makes it very clear that the Spirit is a real 
person. He is given personal names, and per- 
sonal works and qualities are ascribed to Him. 
(Read John 14:26 and 16:7-15.) 


Program Leader: 

We cannot fully explain the Triune God, 
but we can believe what the Bible teaches con- 
cerning Him, and we can pray for more light 
that we may understand Him better and honor 
Him more acceptably. 
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omen ‘s Work 
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BACK TO OUR PROMISES 
Promises Made on Profession of Faith in Christ: 


1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sin- 
ners in the sight of God, justly deserving His 
displeasure, and without hope save in His sov- 
ereign mercy? 


2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God, and Saviour of sinners, and 
do you receive and rest upon Him alone for 
salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 


3. Do you now resolve and promise, in hum- 
ble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
that you will endeavor to live as becometh the 
followers of Christ? 


4. Do you promise to support the Church 
in its worship and work to the best of your 
ability? 


5. Do you submit yourselves to the govern- 
ment and discipline of the Church, and promise 
to study its purity and peace? 


Promises Made by Parents When Dedicating 
Their Children to God in Baptism: 


1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of 
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the re- 
newing grace of the Holy Spirit? 


2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in 
(his) behalf, and do you look in faith to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for (his) salvation, as you 
do for your own? 


3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your 
child to God, and promise, in humble reliance 
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upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to 
set before (him) a godly example, that you 
will pray with and for (him), that you will 
teach (him) the doctrines of our holy religion, 
and that you will strive, by all means of God’s 
appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord? 





Missions in your Living Room 

Coming home on the train from the first meet- 
ing of the Administrative Committee of United 
Church Women, my seatmate was a student 
who had that day arrived in New York from 
Pakistan. In reply to my word of welcome to 
this country, he inquired if he could ask some 
questions. I was more than happy to be of 
service and gave advice from how he could 
get to the diner for food to whether he should 
live in a dormitory or a private home. Nobody 
had met him at the plane in New York, for 
he had come on his own to the United States, 
heading for Ohio State University to study en- 
gineering. 


As I talked with him, I remembered that I 
was carrying out one of the emphases of United 
Church Women for this year: befriending over- 
seas students. I had had slight contact with 
this service at Christmastime when foreign stu- 
dents were placed in homes in Indianapolis. 
One night at a dinner table with students from 
Thailand, Japan, and Venezuela we brought 
the four corners of the world into our discus- 
sion. The students liked it as well as we. 


A tourist going abroad often says, “If I could 
just get into some homes and know the people 
as they live, rather than doing just the regular 
sightseeing.”” Students from abroad also want 
to be in our homes and to know us as we live 
in them day by day. 


Friendship extended to a student pays divi- 
dends not only to the person who gives but 
in a special way to the one who receives. Par- 
ticularly is this true in the field of international 
friendships. These students go back to be the 
leaders of their country and to influence a 
trend either toward or against good-will and 
understanding. A conversation around a din- 
ner table in an American home may very well 
be the deciding factor in a national crisis some 
15 years from now. 


Truly missions is right at our front door 
and an overseas student befriended in America 
may mean more in the extension of the kingdom 
of God than a dozen people converted in his 
native land. Our service abroad may lie within 
our own living and dining rooms. Is there an 
overseas student in your community? 


Mae Yoho Ward 
From The Church Woman 
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One Minute Messages of Stewardship 

TIME - my time is a gift from God and so 
it is very precious. May my prayer be - “Lord, 
let me be alive for Thee as long as I live.” I 
must not slump - I have not time. My respon- 
sibility as a Christian woman is just as impera- 
tive as ever. I have time for real, consistent, 
regular, believing prayer for others. I have time 
to visit, not party calls, nor tea calls, but to 
folks who are glad to be visited - the shut-in, 
the lonely, the harried young mothers. 


I must want to share my time and home with 
those who are less fortunate. What would I 
enjoy most if I were they? I may help a woman, 
whose time is limited, take a place in a circle 
or some phase of Women’s Work in the church, 
not taking the program over, but in the back- 
ground, making it possible for her to do it, that 
she may enjoy the sense of accomplishment. 


May my prayer be - “Lord, let me not be 
selfish nor a spendthrift with my time and 
home, for my times are in Thy Hands. I 
wish them there. 

—From “I Am A Homemaker, TOO.” 





Woman and The Tithe 


Your Responsibility. Statistics reveal that 
women control practically one-half of the in- 
dividual wealth of the country. Husbands and 
wives should be real partners in the administra- 
tion of the family income. It is up to the women 
in many cases to see to it that the family enters 
into partnership with God. The woman by 
virtue of her position in the home can see more 
deeply into the truth that “man does not live 
by bread alone,” and she realizes that the income 
must be used in providing for spiritual as well 
as physical needs. 


Your Guidance. The question, “How much 
should I give to God?” is one that can be decided 
only by the individual. Giving to God is an act 
of worship, therefore our giving should be ac- 
ceptable and pleasing to Him. In His Word we 
find the principles to guide us in deciding how 
much to give. Lev. 27:30; Deut. 14:22; Mal. 
3:7-10. The tithe is the minimum. 


Your Example. When Christ came into the 
world He set for us that supreme example and 
motive in giving: “God so loved ... that He 
gave...” Jesus had much to say about earning, 
keeping, spending, and giving. We can be sure 
that Jesus tithed, for if He had failed, the 
Pharisees would have been quick to accuse Him. 
To be sure that our giving comes up to that 
standard, the tithe will have to be the starting 
point in our giving; and love will lead us be- 
yond. 


Your Testimonies. To those who have never 
adopted the principle of the tithe as a method 
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of giving, we would say, “Ask the person who 
tithes.” When you get tithers to talking, here 
are some of the things they say: 


“One of the most glorious Christian experi- 
ences that I have known has been to accept the 
challenge of the tithe.” 


“The first and greatest value we have received 
from tithing is joy.” 

“For years I have practiced tithing, for the 
practice of tithing gives recognition to God as 
Owner and Giver of all things.” 

“When I tithe the supply never runs out. 
God’s providing hand never fails.” 

Let us bring our tithes “into the store-house” 
that we may have an abundant spiritual, as well 
as financial blessing. 





Report to District Conference 


As president of the Women of the Church 
of the oe, Presbyterian Church, Wauchula, 
Florida, I am supposed to give a report of our 
sccleabielebieins for the year. Who knows what 
was accomplished? Only God. 


There were seventy of us women who repre- 
sented seventy different families, some larger 
than others, including all ages, whose members 
probably touched every phase of life in our 
community. Most of our women attended either 
circle meetings or general meetings throughout 
the year where they were exposed to the Forward 
with Christ program stressing Personal Chris- 
tian Faith. 


At each meeting they took part in the reading 
of Paul’s definition of Love as found in I Cor- 
inthians 3:4-8. If each woman became conscious 
of just one lack in her own life in the expressing 
of Christian love and made a prayerful effort 
to express God’s love, as He intended, to her 
own family and friends, who knows what was 
accomplished. 


As the programs for circle and general meet- 
ings and intensive Bible study were thought 
about and prepared by individual women, who 
knows what latent thirst for a better understand- 
ing of Christ’s teaching became a .conscious 
need of that person, satisfied only by further 
reading of God’s Word. 


As each woman became responsible for her 
prayer partner when she talked with God about 
her own needs—who knows what love for her 
fellowwoman was instilled in her heart? 


During our Presbyterian Hour of each morn- 
ing, in which everyone was invited to be a part, 
who knows how many hearts were joined in 
spirit in the Presence of Christ? Who knows 
what effect that prayer had on our homes, the 
various phases of work of the church at home 
and in foreign lands? 
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We could see the friendliness of the women 
as they gathered and their thoughtfulness of 
those in the church and community who needed 
material help as well as prayerful help. We 
could see by the clothing they gathered and 
their contributions of their money that they 
were considering the orphans and the people 
of other countries. 


But who knows what was really accomplished? 
Only God. 

As president of the women of our church, I 
feel as expressed by Jesus when He said: 


“Say not ye, There are yet four months 
and then cometh the harvest? Behold, I 
say unto you, Lift up your eyes and look on 
the fields, for they are white already to 
harvest. 


“And he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, that 
both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together. And herein is that say- 
ing true, one soweth and another reapeth. 
I sent you to reap that whereon ye be- 
stowed no labor; other men laboured and 
ve are entered into their labours.” 


(Mrs. Ivon) Joyce Tilyou 
Wauchula, Florida 





Annual Meeting of N. C. Women 


The forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Women 
of the Church of the Synod of North Carolina will 
be held in the newly remodeled First Presbyterian 
Church in Raleigh, N. C., on September 25 and 26. 


High lights of this meeting will be addresses by 
Dr. Bernard Boyd, Department of Religion, Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N. C. He 
will make the talk of the opening session Tuesday 
evening at eight o'clock. A report will be given 
by Mr. William P. Burns, Svnod’s Chairman of 
Women’s Work of Washington, N.C. Mr. Burns 
also will challenge the women to greater achieve- 
ments in our Church’s work. 


Dr. P. D. Miller of Atlanta, Georgia, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Church Extension, will 
speak on “Christian Citizenship.” 


At the morning session, September 26, Dr. Boyd 
will again have his Bible Study at ten o'clock. 
Following this Mrs. Leighton McCutchen, Execu- 
tive Secretary, Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta, 
Georgia, will speak on ‘““The Forward Look.” 


At the afternoon session Dr. Hugh Bradley, 
of the Board of World Missions, Nashville, Tenn., 
will address the Synodical on World Missions. Mrs. 
A. R. Craig of Rutherfordton, N. C., Chairman of 
the Board of Women’s Work, will be heard. Re- 
ports will be given by officers at both the morning 
and afternoon session. 
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A life membership pin will also be presented 
at this time. 


Special music will be given by the Peace College 
Choir at the evening meeting. 


Mrs. Ernest Hunter of Charlotte, N. C., a mem- 
ber of the Governor’s Youth Service Committee, 
will address the group. A message will follow by 
a representative of the Westminster Fellowship. 


Installation of officers will be held. At the con- 
clusion the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be 
administered by the minister and officers of the 
First Presbyterian Church. 


Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
January 15 - July 31, 1956 





The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 
Received from January 15th 
through July 31, 1956 247,673.97 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 29.26 


Balance needed for the year 598,907.03 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1956 $21,495.00 
Received from January 15th 
through July 31, 1956 7,560.26 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 35.1 


Balance needed for the year 13,934.74 
E. C. Scott, Treasurer 





Invitation for 1958 General Assembly 


All invitations to the General Assembly for 
its 1958 sessions should be in my hands by Oc 
tober 1, this year. The Permanent Committee 
on the Office of the General Assembly will de- 
cide on place and date of the 1958 meeting 
when the Committee meets on October 16, 1956. 


This action must be taken 18 months in 
advance because of the necessity for reserving 
space in hotels. 


Any church that contemplates extending an 
invitation should write to me at once, request- 
ing detailed information concerning require- 
ments that must be met by entertaining church. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 


PAGE 19 








GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Statistics released here August 2 by 
the Treasurer of the Presbyterian Church, US., 
reveal a sizeable increase in giving to two benevo- 
lence causes of the Church during the first seven 
months of 1956. 


Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk and Treasurer, an- 
nounced that for both the General Fund Agencies 
and the Interchurch Agencies, receipts are running 
higher, both when compared with last year, and 
when compared with the budgets for each year. 
Despite a budget increase of about 9% in each case 
between 1955 and 1956, the proportion of the 
budget received in the first seven months is about 
7% higher now than last year. In terms of dol- 
lars received, both funds are running slightly better 
than 17% higher than last year, Dr. Scott noted. 
His figures are: 

For the General Fund Agencies: 


1956 1955 
$846,581.00 $777,378.00 


247,673.97 


Budget 

Received from Jan. 15 
through July 31, 1956 
Percentage of annual budget 


(8.9% up) 
210,400.94 (17.7% up) 


received to date 29.6% 27.00% (2.26% up) 

Balance needed for 

the year 698,907.03 566,977.06 (73%) 
(70.74%) 

For the Inter-Church Agencies: 

Budget $21,495.00 19,700.00 (9.1% up) 


Received from Jan. 15 
through July 31, 1956 7,560.26 6,452.14 (17.17% up) 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 35.1% 82.7% (2.4% up) 
Balance needed for the year e49%) 13,247.86 (67.3%) 
(64.9 





Atlanta—Harold F. Jackson, chairman of the 
Board of Deacons at Druid Hills Presbyterian 
Church and general secretary of the Church School, 
has been elected president of the Georgia State 
College of Business Administration Alumni Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Jackson is the Assistant Sales Manager of 
the A and P Company’s Southern division. Mrs. 
Jackson is treasurer of the General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 





VIRGINIA 


An Unusual Tour 


Pulaski—Ten Virginians, all members of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Pulaski, were Mexico City 
bound in July. 


The 7 youngsters, with the Rev. George Ogilvie, 
Mrs. Ogilvie, and Mrs. Ferd Harvey chaperoning 
and leading them, went to Mexico City to observe 
the work in Presbyterian Missions nearby. Just 
outside Mexico City there are four missions, located 
in Cuernavaca, Taxco, Toluca, and Morelia. 


The travelers also visited the Rev. and Mrs. C. J. 
Hollandsworth who left the United States last fall 
for the Mexican mission field. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Hollandsworth, of Virginia, are at present study- 
ing Spanish in Mexico City in preparation for mis- 
sion work. They are being supported by the First 
Church of Pulaski. 


En route, the travelers stopped overnight in 
various Presbyterian churches along the way. They 
carried their own equipment with them in two cars 
loaded with sleeping bags, food, and portable camp- 
ing stove. The churches visited by the group in- 
cluded Lookout Mountain Church in Chattanooga; 
South Highland Church, Birmingham; First Church 
in Hattiesburg, Miss., and Canal Street Church in 
New Orleans. Other towns visited were Beaumont, 
and Corpus Christi, Tex., and various Mexican 
towns. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton — Presbyterian Junior College has an- 
nounced that Joseph Orrin Payne has been elected 
as head of the Department of Social Science at 
the college, beginning with the fall semester open- 
ing September 10. 


Mr. Payne is at present working upon his doc- 
torate at the University of North Carolina. He is 
expectd to move to Maxton with Mrs. Payne and 
their four children during August. 


Winston-Salem—tThe first service was recently 
held in the new Dellabrook Presbyterian Church 
here, the most recently completed Negro church. 


A few days following the first service an open 
house was held for the friends of the church. At 
that time the program included the acceptance of 
the building and keys by the Building Committee; 
presentation of the building and keys to the Com- 
mittee on Church Extension; presentation of the 
keys to the Rev. Percy A. Carter, Jr., minister of 
the church, and presentation of the petition re- 
questing the Presbytery to organize the Church. 
Rev. Lawrence Bottoms and Rev. James Alexander, 
Associate Secretaries of the Division of Negro 
Work, Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, Ga., 
were present to participate in the service. 


Further programs for the Church, either under- 
way or to begin operation in the near future in- 
clude: Vacation Bible School; Kindergarten for 
ages 4 through 6, self-supporting, and operated by 
qualified local leaders; and a Day Care Nursery, 
for ages 2 and 3. The Nursery is also self-sup- 
ported, operated by local leadership with qualified 
attendants, and a dietician. 


TENNESSEE 


Bristol, Tenn.—John V. Matthews, outstanding 
Presbyter:an layman of Fayetteville, Tenn., was the 
speaker here Sunday, July 29, for the Religious 
Emphasis Service which launched the final week of 
the centennial celebration of the Twin Cities. 


Mr. Matthews, former president of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., Assembly Men’s Council, and 
now chairman of the planning committee for the 
1957 Men’s Convention in Miami, spoke on “Build- 
ing for the Future”. More than 1500 people at- 
tended the open-air service despite rain. Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish congregations in the Twin 
Cities took part in the services, which had as its 
theme, “Faith of Our Fathers.”’ 


TEXAS 


Dallas—At the closing of the 101st session of 
the Synod of Texas, which was held in Dallas the 
latter part of July, two elders of the Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church of Dallas were elected to high 
office in the Synod in recognition of outstanding 
ability and service to the Church. 


Mr. Toddie Lee Wynne, Sr., was elected Mod- 
erator-nominee to be presented to the Synod at the 
1957 meeting for election as moderator. Mr. L. R. 
Klein was elected chairman of the Synod Council 
which is the steering committee of the Synod, and 
the governing body between meetings. Mr. Klein 
succeeds Dr. C. Ellis Nelson, a professor at Austin 
Theological Seminary. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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